ZBIGNIEW BUKOWSKI

FORTIFIED SETTLEMENTS OF LUSATIAN CULTURE IN GREAT
POLAND AND KUJAWY IN THE LIGHT OF RESEARCH CARRIED
OUT IN THE YEARS 1945—1960

The aim of this article is to present the chief results of investigations conducted
between 1945 and 1960 in the area of Great Poland and Kujawy, concerning
fortified settlements of Lusatian culture. A wider account of these problems
reaching only to the year 1955 has been published by T. Malinowski, ! describing
31 settlements in which planned research, soundings or only surface investi-
gation has been applied. However, only 17 of these may be certainly assigned
to Lusatian culture, 2 as the remaining 14 have been classified merely on the
basis of surface investigations. 11 of these objects have displayed ceramics
of Lusatian origin, but this material appearing together with an early mediaeval
one, does not allow their ranging in the class of fortified settlements of Lusatian
culture, up to the moment of applying regular plummet research at least in
the embankments. Only this method will lead to a determining of the time of
their raising and tell whether they are simulataneous or later than the Lusatian
settlement already certified here, and consequently should the settlement be
considered open or defended.

In the several recent years larger research has been carried out in the following
defended settlements: Biskupin and Sobiejuchy, district Znin, Smuszewo,
district Wagrowiec, Shupca, district Konin and Kruszwica, district Inowroclaw.
Besides that, soundings have been applied in a few settlements (e.g. Izdebno,
district Znin). The acquired material has brought many new elements to the
knowledge of fortified settlements of Lusatian culture in this territory.

The marvellous discoveries of Biskupin, district Znin, have been widely
described in the archaeological literature of all Europe, 3 so we shall pomt out
only the most important achievements of our research.

On a marshy island of 2 ha surface, two fortified settlements raised one after
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- Fig. 1. Map comprlsmg fortified settlements of Lusatian culture lying bet-
ween the rivers Warta and Vistula, investigated in the years 1945———1 960.
~ (Drawn by W. Szymanowski) '

the other in Hallstatt D period have been thoroughly examined beginning with
the year 1934. Their character is that of a dense and planned building, the former
one had a shorter existence than the later one. The planning of their interiors
was nearly identical. Upon the ruins of the later fortified settlement an open
settlement of a far smaller dimension was raised on the turning point of the
Hallstatt-and La Téne period. Till now some 759, of the settlement’s surface
has been subjected to investigation, disclosing, besides wooden constructions,
about 5,000,000 objects in ceramics, bone, horn and metal, as well as plant remain-
~ders. In the open settlement we have found a hoard of iron objects weighing
3.5 kg, contained in an earthenware pot. ‘T'hese were: 4 armlets, 4 axes, 2 horse-
bits, 1 knife, 1 sickle and 2 row-locks. The nearest surroundings of Biskupin
~show 23 sites, all telling of open settlements, a cemetery and also diverse fields
of human activity, existing probably s1multaneously with both fortified settlements
on the island. _

In the village Izdebno dlstn(,t an lying 8 km. south-west from Blskupm
regular sounding investigations pertaining to the Biskupin discoveries have
been applied on the island of Wolskie Lake; these have disclosed a breakwater-
-palisade, an entrance bridge, may be an encuclmg road and several fragments
of inside buildings connected with a settlement raised for defence. The one-
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-phase Lusatian culture layer contained abundant relics’ material, allowing to
determine the time of the settlement’s belonging to the Hallstatt D period. ¢
In the near proximity of this at least 15 sites of Lusatian culture demanding
closer examination have been found. _ -

The fortified settlements lying on a sandy island, 18 km. north from Bis-
kupin, > in Sobiejuchy, district Znin, discovered in 1955 are very interesting.

The research of 1956—1960 directed by the Institute of History of Material
Culture of the Polish Academy of Sciences has certified the existence of an
open settlement and the remainders of two fortified ones raised later in the
same area. The open settlement (phase I) is not easy to discern, its presence
being proved only by the finding of several pits with very scanty relics’ content,
and some other remains of a culture stratum lying under the fortifications of
later settlements. These display findings telling of the existence of former set-
tlements. An open settlement existed here in the 5th period of the Bronze Age
or at the beginning of the Hallstatt C period. The two following phases (II
and III) are connected with fortified settlements. New ramparts strengthening
- the older ones have been raised along the island’s beach, making the inner enclosure
as big as possible for building. As the beach was subject to flooding it had been
insured with fascine and plugs. '

A double breakwater-palisade, made with poles with a diameter of 15—25 cm.,
supported on the inside with stones, runs along the outer circle. The ramparts
are made of earth and timber. Their basis is a wooden grate on which rest cais-
sons filled with sand and clay. Vertical poles strengthened the construction
from within. The second reconstruction (phase III) used the crumbled rampart
of the older defended settlement, enlargening its space by some 3—5 m. on
each side. Both crumbled ramparts are 6—7 m. wide.

On the inner sides of the ramparts a circular road 4—5 m. wide has been
discerned. The interior space was covered by dense planned buddmg A cross
section of 150 m. cut through the island’s south part and running east-west
discloses the remainders of big dome-shaped stoves standing at regular intervals,
and traces of hearths every 6—7 m. This distance would determine the dimen-
sions of human dwellings in that time. The wooden parts of houses have not
persisted, destroyed by fire or decayed in the sandy soil. However, the half
burnt parts of dwellings, beaten clay floors, remains of hearths and stoves and
a number of pits, indicate the disposition of particular buildings with relics
scattered according to a certain scheme. As the stove remainders appear here
in rows, we are bound to suppose that houses stood also in similar series. Along
them ran cross streets. As the settlement of Sobiejuchy stood upon a dry island,
inlaying streets with wooden logs, as was done in Biskupin, was here not necessary
Single fragments of buildings discovered in Sobiejuchy indicate a construction
resembling that of the Biskupin dwellings. The building technique consisted
in erecting walls of horizontal logs, tongued and keyed into grooved uprights.



