TADEUSZ WISLANSKI

" RESEARCH ON NEOLITHIC BARROWS IN STRZELCE, DISTRICT
MOGILNO

The north territory of Great Poland and Kujawy is known for its agglomera-
tion of megalithic tombs the furthest advanced to the east. T'wo basic types of
tumuli have been discerned in this area. The first one 1s characteristic by oblong
triangular massifs surrounded by stone blocks and known in literature by the
name of Kujawy tombs. Inside these one or several single graves covered with
stones are generally found.! Sepulchral pits or death chambers built of huge
~ stone blocks in the form of large chests are rarely met. These stone chests are
suspected to have been dug later into existing older mounds. The second type
of megalithic tombs is distinguished by a round or eliptic tumulus, with nearly
always a stone chest inside and often a sort of inner corridor. Such stone chests
are also sometimes dug directly into the earth without any mound (flat chest
egraves). I'he above mentioned megalithic graves represent in north-west Poland
two distinct cultures: the Funnel Beaker culture (east group) and the Globular
Amphorae culture (Polish group). Recent research indicates that the Kujawy
tombs have been built by the first of these cultures. ? The population of Glo-
bular Amphorae culture buried their dead mostly in stone chests either deep
underground or in specially heaped up round or eliptic tumuli. Often was a Ku-
jawy tomb availed of for a second time. °

Several of the Kujawy tombs have been systematically investigated by exca-
vation works in the recent years, whereas eliptic and round mounds with stone
chests inside are known rather from older research. Gathering a full knowledge
of the character of their culture and chronology demanded systematical digging
at least throughout the whole of one cemetery. The most convenient one for
research proved to be a barrow cemetery situated in the fields of the villages
Strzelce and Glog0w1ec in the north part of Great Poland. 4

The investigated cemetery lies upon the high coast of a long groove- l1ke
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Fig. 1. Section of rna\p 25,000 evidencing
the neighbourhood of Strzelce and Glogowiec,
district Mogilno. Dots indicate tumuli,
slanting chequer — archaeological sites

Pakoski lake, traversed by one of the higher course arms of the river Note¢ (fig. 1).
According to investigations concerning the primitive landscape of this area,
it may be assumed that at the time of raising the barrows, there ran along the
lake a narrow stretch of land free of dense forest, covered by meadows with po-
plar- and alder- trees growing in some places. Mixed forests with prevailing
pine-woods on dry undersoil stood back from the lake’s shore. The whole of
the primitive settlement as far as the 12th century, did not reach beyond the
narrow coast space covered now with black soil. '

- In the early Neolithic centuries there came and settled here tribes from over
the Danube. I have found in one of the investigated mounds (No. II) a semi-
-subterranean hut of a later phase belonging to the Engraved Ribbon-ware cul-
ture. The discovery of fragments typical for Brzesko-Kujawy ceramics under-
neath a hearth (Tisza-Lengyel culture) is important for the stating of chronol-
ogy (fig. 7: 1), tools in bone, horn and flint (sickle-blades and arrow-heads






