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The Early Neolithic mine
of Detensola “A” (I 18):

flint exploitation in the Gargano area

S. Di Lernia“, G. Fiorentino’, A. Galiberti‘ and R. Basili”

The authors present the results of research carried out on the Neolithic mine of Defensola. The

main features of the structure, together with excavation techniques and finds collected, are
described. The intensive flint exploitation at Defensola allows a connection to an “industrial-type”
activity, along with a probable “surplus™ production.

The high level of complexity and extension of the mine are part of a composite regional frame,
in which flint exploitation lasted over three millennia, from the VI to the 111 BC.

In this direction, both the Defensola mine and the Gargano area played an important role in
flint-trading activity in south-eastern Italy.

KEY-WORDS: Gargano, chambers and pillars mining structures, Early Neolithic, mining
phenomenon.

The study of flint exploitation in the Gargano area was for many years limited to
the study of the abundant worked flint flakes discovered on the surface 1n so-called
“workshop sites”. Some of these sites were related to hypothetical mines by the
presence of mining tools, particularly flint picks. The first discoveries of underg-
round structures began in the thirties, when Rellini, who had already reported a site
linked to mining activity (Valle Don Matteo Rellint 1932), excavated the
Eneolithic mine of Tagliacantoni (Rellini 1934). In the fifties discoveries of other sites
linked to mining activity followed, such as Monte Pucci (Zorzi 1949—50), Scarcafarina
(Palma di Cesnola 1957a) and Valle Sbernia (Palma di Cesnola 1957b).

In 1971 another underground structure was identified near Mattinata (Palma di
Cesnola and Mezzena 1971), but it was only in 1981, with the discovery of Defensola
(Galiberti 1984a, 1984b), that a thorough series of investigations was undertaken,
starting 1n 1986 with a project aimed specifically at tlint extraction activity in the
Gargano promontory: the “Gargano Prehistoric Flint Mines Project” (Di Lernia,
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Fig. 1. I 18 Defensola “A”. Mining debris fans on the south-western slope of the Intreseglio hill.

Fiorentino and Galiberti 1990—91; on this topic see also: Galiberti 1987, 1988;
Galiberti and Guarascio 1990; D1 Lernia and Galiberti 1993; Galiberti ¢£ 4/. 1993, in
press; Di Lernia, Fiorentino and Galibertt in press; D1 Lernia ef /. in press).

THE DEFENSOLA MINE

The Defensola mine 1s located near Vieste, on the south-western slope of the
Intreseglio hill, about 40 m a.s.l. It was discovered by accident in 1981 in a Middle
Eocene limestone formation with tlint nodules, slightly tilted to the north. The
structure 1s composed of two overlapping levels and is excavated into two distinct
calcareous layers, nearly 40 cm thick. The upper level has been the subject of
systematic searches since 1986 and, as far as 1s known, has an extension of over
6ooo m*, with very irregular morphology appearing to develop from east to west. It 1s
an underground structure developed almost horizontally, composed of chambers and
rock pillars. The chambers are at present filled, sometimes to the ceiling, with
calcareous and siliceous mining debris of varying dimensions. Within this debris
numerous galleries have been left or excavated, often delimited by dry stone walls.
The structure of these walls varies considerably both with regard to the dimensions of
their constituent elements and to their height, ranging from simple alignments of
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