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ZOFIA PODKOWINSKA, DANUTA RAUHUT

EXCAVATIONS OF NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENTS ON UPLANDS
IN SOUTHERN POLAND

The final phase of the Neolithic Times is a period of great movements
and disturbances in the history of human cultures in Europe. We may
observe an increased demand for some basic tools and weapons, resulting
in an intensive output-and-working of stone raw-materials, further in
a considerable development of far-reaching trade and local exchange
which gave rise to the spread of new materials, particularly metal, and
of the techniques of metal-working. It also resulted in a higher standard
of living in some favourably situated areas, thus emphazising the fact
that the development of economy was not uniform in Europe. That fact
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was due, among others, to the decline of the primitive early form of
agriculture which brought about increased migration of people who could
not find a livelihood in many, fairly densely peopled, territories of the
Continent. The fertility of these territories gradually but quickly
decreased. At the same time stock-breeding became more important.

One of the conspicuous results of this situation is a change in the
character of settlements. In the former phases of the Neolithic Age
most settlements, both small and vast, were open and their distribution

‘was depending mainly on favourable topographic conditions for farming
- and stock-breeding. In the final period of the Neolithic Age, strategical
reasons grew ever more important and there appeared many settlements
established purposely on high hills, difficult of access and frequently
specially fortified. In spite of the fact that those settlements were small,
some of them were densely inhabited. Such settlements may be met In
Europe everywhere. They occur in the territories neighbouring Poland:
in Central and South-Western Germany, in Czechoslovakia, Roumania
and Western Ukraine.! In some territories these settlements exceed 1n
number all others (several regions of Yougoslavia)? or even were the
only ones (Bohemia, according to Neustupny).? It depends on landscape.

In Poland, the strongly folded southern territories are particularly
favourable for the rise of this kind of settlements. During excavation-
-works, carried out between the two World Wars, unsufficient attention
was paid to the situation of settlements and so to the occurrence of
settlements on uplands. Special attention was called to these settlements
in which traces of ramparts or ditches were discovered. Vigorous
archaeological investigations, carried out in Poland since World War II,
have also covered the settlements dating from the late Neolithic Age.
As a result, several settlements situated on uplands were discovered.
At the same time there have been continued excavations of sites of
this type, known previously. In this survey are presented those sites to
which special attention has been drawn recently.

A fortified settlement of the local culture of painted pottery (the final
phase of Danubian II) at the Grodzisko I site in the village of Zlota,
in the district of Sandomierz, is best known in archaeological literature.
The Grodzisko I site is a part of the well-known complex of neolithic
and later archaeological sites in this locality. First notes on this complex
of archaeological sites at Zlota appeared in scientific literature thanks
to the activity of Z. Lenartowicz, an amateur-archaeologist, living at
the beginning of the 20th century. At the edge of the Sandomierz upland
he discovered a rich cemetery of interesting local culture, dating from
the end of the Eneolithic Age and the beginning of the Bronze Age.
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This cultural group was called the Zlota culture after the place of its
discovery. Systematical excavations of Zlota were carried out by the
State Archaeological Museum in the years 1926—1930. They were started
by R. Jakimowicz and continued by J. Zurowski.4

During the excavations at Zlota and shortly after that, J. Zurowski
published short reports on the results of this work and notes on some
more interesting findings on the sites in this locality. His sudden death
in 1936 stopped his study on the material from Ztota. During World
War II, these materials were carried away by the occupants from the
State Archaeological Museum in Warsaw, partly to Germany and partly
to the western territories of Poland. Owing to long-lasting exertions
of the Board of the State Archaeological Museum, the rich materials
from Zlota were returned to the Museum. Unfortunately a part of these
materials, as well as of notes, plans and drawings are irreparably lost.
At present, the rich materials from Zlota are studied by several Polish
archaeologists. The research on the most abundant neolithic and eneolithic
finds is going on in the Institute of Material Culture of the Polish Academy
of Sciences (Section of the Neolithic Study). In order to complete the
missing plans, the Neolithic Section had again to carry out excavations
at Ziota in 1956 and 1958.°

Archaeological sites at Zlota are situated on loess hills, constituing
a part of the Sandomierz upland, and on their south-easterm slopes
“undercut” by the Wisla (Vistula) valley. Traces of anclent settlements
have been spread over about 3 km. Several separate archaeological sites
were distinguished. One of them, the most southwesterly situated, covered
a stretched “promontory’” of a hill separated from the rest of the upland
in the west and in the south by the wvalley of a small rivulet called
Polan6wka. J. Zurowski drew attention to that ‘“promontory” of the
upland called by local population Grodzisko (an earthwork). He supposed
that the name was connected with a mediaeval primitive castle of earth
and timber. Indeed, traces of a wide fosse and several ditches were
discovered in the fields of Grodzisko. Remains of several early mediaeval
dwelling-buildings were found there. Under these scanty traces of
mediaeval settlements, remains dating from various earlier periods were
revealed. _

The oldest small settlements on Grodzisko were connected with the
older Danubian cultures (Danubian I) — the ribbon pottery ornamented
with engravings and incisions. A vast settlement of the painted potiery
culture grew on them (fig. 1). This pottery is similar to that of the
Tisza—Lengyel culture (Danubian II?...). The settlement covered not only
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‘“the promontory’’ called Grodzisko but also a langer part of the plateau
situated north-eastward. “The promontory’”’ had been fortified with several
ditches which were destroyed by the above mentioned early mediaeval
fortifications. Due to the great extension of the settlement, J. Zurowski
called its part, situated on ‘“‘the promontory”, “Grodzisko 1”. The other
part of the site on the plateau was called by him “Grodzisko 1I”. Later
settlements and cemeteries of the cultures of the northern origin gfew
on the settlements connected with the Danubian cultures. These were the
settlements of the funnel beaker cultures, of the globular amphorae and
of the corded pottery culture. They formed a local cultural group called
the Zlota culture. Slight traces of a cemetery of the bell-beaker culture
and scanty traces of settlements dating from the Bronze Age and the
early Iron Age were covered by a vast settlement dating from the first
centuries of our era, thus from the so-called period of the Roman 1n-
fluences. Later settlements in the territory of Zlota was linked, as already
said, with the older period of the Middle Ages. The subject of this work
is only the settlement of the painted pottery culture.

The south-western part of the settlement of the painted pottery culturre
at Grodzisko I was surrounded by ditches which were about 1 m. wide
in their upper portion and sharply narrowed at the bottom. Undoubtedly
they served for a ppalisade that embraced an area about 200 m. long and
70 m. wide. The palisade was not uniform, the ditches being cut at
several places. These may have been entraces — gates leading to the
inside of the earthwork surrounded by the palisade. A great deal of
ditches, many crossing ones, show that the palisade must have been rebuilt
and repaired several times. As not the whole material from Grodzisko I
was adequately treated, it is difficult to define the character of this part
of the settlement which was surrounded by the palisade. It may have
served as a fortified (defensive) settlement or as a shelter for cattle and
shepherds living in the settlement situated to the east of the palisade.
The inside of the earthwork surrounded by the palisade is severely
destroyed by later settlements, particularly those of the funnel-beaker
culture and of the Zlota culture as well as by early mediaeval settlement.
Unfortunately, plans of “Grodzisko II”” are missing. According to J. Zurow-
- ski that part of the settlement was surrounded by ditches on the eastern
side. However, the later excavations carried out by the Institute of the
History of Material Culture (the Neolithic Section) hawve proved that the
ditches discovered by J. Zurowski on the Grodzisko II site surrounded
a portion of the slope of the upland farther in the north-eastern direction
and were of later date than the settlement of the painted ware culture.
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It seems that they are dating from the period of the Roman influences or
from the early Middle Ages.

Abundant pits of the painted pottery culture were discovered within
that part of Grodzisko I, which was surrounded by the palisade, however
there were found no traces of dwelling-buildings or semi-subterraneous

Fig. 2. Zlota, distr. Sandomierz. The painted pottery
culture. Flint blades of sicles wwith ftraces of gluoss

huts connected with this culture. Just under humus several hearths with
remains of the painted pottery were discovered. Shepherds looking after
cattle may have lit a fire on the surface of the ground. However, two
similar hearths surrounded by well-preserved pots were discovered during
the later excavations carried out on Grodzisko II in 1956. Near the
hearths no traces of buildings were noticed but many small lumps of
burnt clay with impressions of wattle were found in a small distance






