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Early urbanism in Southern Scandinavia

ca. 700-1100 AD. Trading places, central
settlements and new model centres 1n
continuity and change

Johan Callmer”

The debate on the origins of towns in Southern Scandinavia has very much centered on
questions of continuity. It seems that early urban elements there appeared in two difterent milieus:

trading places and central settlements.
The development from ca. AD 700 stands out as a rapid evolutionary process. However, it
was not an unconditional continuity for it included a certain measure of change.
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The formation of urban centres in the Early Middle Ages in Southern
dcandinavia 1s of considerable interest both in the specific debate concerning the
development of towns in temperate Europe and in a general debate of the
development of urban societies. This quality is an etfect of the complicated
interplay of exogenous and endogenous factors. The relatively high standard of the
archaeological material is also important. Important sites are indicated in Fig. 1.

The debate in Southern Scandinavia has very much centered on questions of
continuity. A continuity from the Viking Period to the Middle Ages was argued
by several archaeologists and historians in the twenties and thirties. There was at
that time very little to found this interpretation of the early sequence of urbanism
in Southern Scandinavia on. Substantial arguments were in general based on the
results of the small scale German excavations at Hedeby in conjecture with the
historical dating of the medieval town of Slesvig (Schleswig). For conditions in
Scania the studies of Schuck (1926) were important. He suggested that a number
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Fig. 1. Important localities mentioned in the text.

1. Vi, 2. Ahus, 3. Simrishamn, 4. Jarrestad, 5. Tommarp, 6. Ystad, 7. Trelleborg, 8. Uppakra, 9. Lund,

10. Lomma, 11. Loddekopinge, 12. V. Karaby, 13. Hilsingborg, 14. Lejre, 15. Roskilde, 16. Ringsted,

17. Kalmargirden, 18. Boeslunde, 19. Slagelse, 20. Dybse Fjord (Vester Egesborg), 21. Naestved,

22. Odense, 23. Stentinget, 24. Hjorring, 25. Bejsebakken, 26. Alborg, 27. Sebbernsund, 28. Viborg,

29. Randers, j3o. Arhus, 31. Horsens, 32. Jelling, 33. Holmsland Klit, 34. Lenborg, 35. Ribe,
36. Schleswig/Hedeby, 37. Grosstromkendort, 38. Wolin
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of places still carrying names with the ending —k&dping/e (i.e., chipping) formed
early types of Viking Period trading places, later superseded by the medieval
towns. It was not possible to apply this model to conditions in Denmark. Also it
was not founded on archaeological observations. How this continuity had devel-
oped from trading place to medieval town close by was unclear.

A new concept was put forward by Cinthio (1972). His concept also had an
application restricted to the province of Scania. Such development, according to
Cinthio, started with Viking Period trading places which, just as Schiick hadd
stated, today could be found at localities with names ending in —&dping/e. They
were abandoned in the late Viking Period. The earliest towns were founded in the
early 11th century as centres of ecclesiastical and profane administration. A number
of coastal towns only appear ca. AD 1200. Cinthio stresses the complete lack of
continuity between the trading places and the towns. A similar view 1s expressed
by Olsen (1974). Also Andrén in a study of medieval urbanism in Denmark favours
the discontinuity model (1985:16—8). He sees the detenders of continuity as
supporters of a nonhistorical attitude. Cinthio’s model was mainly based on the
excavation results at Loddekopinge in western Scania (Ohlsson 1976) and in the
historical centre of Lund (Andrén 1970).

Results from Arhus and Ribe with their indications of continuity concluded in
the sixties and seventies could however suggest other interpretations of the process
of South Scandinavian urbanisation (Andersen, Crabb and Madsen 1971; Jensen
1991). New results clearly indicated that a number of important Viking Period
trading places were not located at villages with —£&dpinge names but instead close to,
or indeed below, medieval coastal towns. There were so many indications that some
line of continuity of coastal activities must have existed: It was also demonstrated
that the important period for the —A&dpinge places was the period ca. AD 1100 and the
12th century. These places have a close connection with the church as opposed to
the Viking Period trading places which very often were crown property in the 13th
century. There was clear evidence that the —&opinge places lost their importance in
the 13th century (Stora Kopinge near Ystad) (Wienberg 1989:255tt.).

If continuity has been much discussed, the conditions under which the earliest
urban communities were formed have been less discussed. This 1s unfortunate as
the development of an urban way of life, as opposed to life in the rural settlements,
may be regarded as the primary question. As a result of this condition, the
definitions of what an urban way of life means in terms of archaeological
observations are not well worked out. With the term ““urban™ we may here
understand a way of life which is characterised by non—agrarian production,
exchange and trade. It is a specific milieu with much more intensive communica-
tion between individuals and groups, and with different cultural influences. The
density of settlement i1s much higher than in rural milieus and this certainly means
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very special social dimensions. Central to this more archaeological than historical
definition are the differences of the urban milieu in contrast with rural settlement.
Our understanding of the rural milieu 1s then of great importance. Is this rural
settlement homogeneous or diverse, and if so, are there elements present which also
characterise the urban milieu?

For an understanding of the development of urban society in Southern
Scandinavia it is necessary to begin at its very roots. Urban elements in Southern
Scandinavia appear early in two different milieus: trading places and central
settlements.

11

It is a fact that the rise in trade and exchange in north—western Europe in the
second half of the 7th century and ¢s. AD 700 was also of great importance to
developments in Scandinavia. Already in the first quarter of the 8th century
south—western Scandinavia, one way or the other, was included in the circulation area
of the new north—west European coinage, 1.e., of the sceattas (¢f. Hill and Metcalf
1984). Although certainly trading places of a temporary character (beach markets),
existed earlier, their character became more distinct with a considerable artisan’s
production connected with them. These trading places are not only found on the North
Sea side of Scandinavia but also in the Baltic (Bendixen 1985; Wietrzichowski 1993).
Many of the persons frequenting these trading places were specialists. Where and how
they lived during off —season periods, we do not know. To what extent these persons
were foreigners, 7.e., non—Scandinavians, or local people, we do not know either
although both alternatives are probable and are in no opposition to each other. What 1s
important is that with these persons we have a group whose differences in relation to
the agrarian society and also to the specialist producers in the agrarian society, are
beyond doubt. There were certainly a number of highly specialised producers in
agrarian society especially in the realms of the uppermost social stratum (Callmer 1994).

In the second half of the 8th century a number of these trading places
developed into permanent or semi—permanent settlements. These settlements have
a considerable spatial extension exceeding the surface extension of most rural
settlements with a wealthy boundary. Parts of these trading places are densely built
in a way different from most rural settlements where building sites and plots are
spacious (for exceptions see below). It is however by no means so that the entire
areas of such trading places have this dense building pattern. More spacious and
rural—like planning and building are probably characteristic in some areas of these
places. This is a feature also of emporia in north—western Europe (van Es
1991:154ff.). Although buildings of the ordinary rural type occur at such places
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there is much to suggest that the majority of the buildings in size, and partly with
regard to construction, differed from rural types. Specialized production 1is
a conspicuous element at these trading places. In several cases however the
workshops are difficult to reconstruct. Debris from the production occur in
considerable volume but almost always in secondary position. The model craft 1s
the production of composite antler combs with its celarly structured waste material
(Ulbrich 1978: Ambrosiant 1981).

A question of fundamental importance connected with these trading places is
their relationship to political power. To solve this problem, archaeology has only
limited potential. That political power tried to profit in several ways from activities
at trading places, there is no doubt. The problem is rather how much such trading
places were controlled by regional and supra—regional political power. Were these
places planned by the political power? It has been tempting to see the relative
regularity of the plot division as a proof of a regulation by the local political power
(Jensen 1991:9ff.). This interpretation however must be weighed against the
spontaneous self—regulation of relative equals and voluntary cooperation which no
doubt also result in a regular system. Organisation forms, where both principles
are at work, are not a prior: to be excluded.

The importance of local elites has probably been overstressed lately and it 1s
a grave mistake to be aware of this connection only. Some trading places certainly
grow up at sites which are located in areas of clear political relationship. Others
are however formed at places where motives connected with the trade network
prevail. Such trading places between themselves clearly form a coastal network
where intercommunication is central. In Southern Scandinavia this network was
well developed already in the period ca. AD 8oo. It includes a hierarchy of trading
places down to only occasionally visited non—permanent landings.

As a unique social, cultural and of course also economical phenomenon, these
trading places developed not only along the coasts of Southern Scandinavia but
also along the southern coast of the Baltic. They are consequently not to be
understood as ““viking towns” or “viking trading places”. The cultural colour of
the trading places at this early stage however has a definite North Germanic
cultural component.

Ca. AD 800 there already existed half a score of trading places ot the type
defined above. The heyday of these trading places was the end of the 8th century
and the first half and middle of the g9th century. This is a smowhat later dating
than, for example, the most active period at a major Continental emporium like
Dorestad in the Rhine—Meuse estuary (Van Es 1991:162—3). The difterence is
however not great and a general contemporaneousness can be defended. The
development from c¢a. AD 700 then stands out as a rapid evolutionary process,
socially, economicaly and politicaly. In Southern Scandinavia by AD 800 a popula-
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tion of thousands permanently lived in a milieu which we must define — in
archaeological terms — as urban. Also elements of a special cultural urban core

had started to develop. Such elements had, as already pointed out, strong North
Germanic components but differed considerably from local regional culture.

The development had been dynamic, starting ¢a. AD 700 in the extreme
south—west and reaching as far as Staraya l.adoga on the lower Volkhov in
north—western Russia one or two decades after the middle of the century.
Non—permanent trading places of one or a few hectares extension had in a number
of cases been replaced by permanent or semi—permanent sites of ten or more
hectares extension. It should again be stressed that there was continuously
a hierarchy of places for trade and exchange including non—permanent sites. The
parallellism of these non—conspicuous and, often with regard to the archaeological
material, diffuse sites and the permanent and semi—permanent places is a feature
of the sequence up into the High Middle Ages.

This 1s a picture of early urban development which is the result of investiga-
ttons during the seventies and eighties. Most important to this new perspective
were the observations at Ribe in south—western Denmark (Jensen 1991) and at
Ahus in southern Sweden (Callmer 1992). No less important although much more
fragmentary were the observations at Loddekopinge (Ohlsson 1976), Trelleborg
(Jacobsson 1987) and Ystad (Stromberg 1978, 1981) in southern Sweden and at

Dybso Fjord on Sealand (Orsnes 1966:262—3) and in central Arhus in Jutland
(Andersen, Crabb and Madsen 1971). Of extraordinary value for the interpretation
of these, and resulting in a number of additional indications, was the important
work on the southern coast of the Baltic tfrom Grosstromkendort near Wismar
(Wietrzichowski 1993) to Janow Pomorski on Lake Druzno slightly southeast of

Elblag (Jagodzinski and Kasprzycka 1991).

111

Already 1n the second half of the gth century there were signs of change and
indeed of decline among the trading places with urban elements in Southern
Scandinavia. In connection with this an observation — which in time lies earlier
but which could be of consequence for the understanding of this phenomenon
— should be mentioned. In the first half of the 9th century two trading places in
the Baltic: Hedeby (Jankuhn 1976:114) and Birka grew exceedingly in importance
and emerged as the most important supra—regional places. A similar position was
attained simultaneously, or slightly later, by Wolin on the south coast of the Baltic
(Filipowiak 1988:6941t.). It is difficult to give a full explanation for these changes.
Two major alternatives present themselves: either there were changes within the
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network of trading places in regard to the connections between sites, or there was
an external negative and even destructive influence. There 1s much to suggest that
the turn of the o9th century was a period of political change in Southern
Scandinavia. Political power in the Danish kingdom had been declining and only
at the beginning of the 1oth century came the slow reconstruction ot the kingdom
byd his dynasty (Christensen 1977:223ff.). The period in question then probably
must be characterised as a period of breakdown in local political structures. This
may have been of crucial importance for the life of trading places in the earlier
network, and the formation of new political structures which were not congruent
with the old system of trading places. It i1s not unlikely that under these
circumstances this was a period of turmoil and insecurity, in the coastal regions
and at sea especially. The nature of these changes in the archaeological material
makes it at present impossible to come closer than this admittedly speculative
explanation.

Signs of change and decline are most conspicuous in the eastern part of
Southern Scandinavia. The phenomenon is however not restricted to the

South—Scandinavian area. Important changes and considerable decline can be
noted from Kaupang in the Oslofjord area of Norway (Blindheim 1975) to Eastern
Prussia in the south—east (Kulakov 1989). This observation should perhaps make
us wary not to give up altogether the idea of intrinsic changes in the network.
The specific culture which had developed within this network changed
notably, although the North—Germanic elements still were strong. A special
feature was the progressive standardisation of handicraft products. No doubt

products largely produced at trading places covered the demand of regional
populations for a number of commodities. Best known in the archaeological

material are bronze jewellery and antler combs.

If the closing decades of the gth century should be understood as a period of
decline, the 1oth century is a period of such diverse elements as the ultimate
destruction of parts of the earlier network of trading places, steadfast continuity,
and radical innovation. Of the trading places mentioned, none east ot the Sound
survived the beginning of the 1oth century as permanently occupied settlements.
To the west of the Sound substantial continuity 1s however to be noted. The single
trading place so far partly excavated on Sealand, the already mentioned locality at
Dybse Fjord (Orsnes 1966:262—3), continued through the 1oth century. Also
Arhus and Ribe in Jutland show unbroken continuity. The importance of artisan’s
production however was probably reduced, at least at Ribe, in the 1oth century.
Hedeby both experienced continuity and considerable change. Throughout the
century Hedeby functioned as a trading place of the old type with many of the

eatlier characteristics pertaining to it. Considerable change i1s however connected
with the permanent establishment of political power at Hedeby some time ca. 9goo.
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Certainly the king of the Danes had had a representative in Hedeby earlier, and at
least at times had owned property there, but it had not been his residence. This
change which is clearly told by historical sources (Jacobsen and Moltke 1942:13—0)
is also indicated by archaeological observations. The building ot the semi—circular
wall around the settlement (Jankuhn 1984:206) and the appearance of high status
burials (Aner 1952) are the most important ot these.

An important factor for the continuity in Southern Scandinavia of urban life
was the continuity of settlement at a number of places on the southern coast of the
Baltic. A traditional trading system functioned along that coast into the 12th
century with the centre at Wolin.

IV

As already pointed out we have also to consider central settlements in
connection with early urbanism in Southern Scandinavia. Already at the very
beginning of the eighties it was argued that there had existed during this period
large central settlements with special administrative and religious functions, z.e., 1n
other words special settlements — residences of local petty kings and jarls (Callmer
1982:160—1). They often were the centers of clearly detinable settlement regions.
The evidence has come from surveys and minor excavations. The representatives of
mainstream Viking Period archaeology found the existence of such places unklike-
ly. In the light of a number of remarkable excavations in the eighties in Denmark
the attitude radically changed. The most important of these was the excavation of
a central settlement at Lejre on Sealand (Christensen 1989). The place itself has by
tradition been pointed out as the old political centre of Sealand and as the seat of
the local dynasty of the Skjoldungar. Some impressive burial monuments of the
late Iron Age were also known at the site. The excavations revealed remnants of
a large settlement comprising of several different parts. One part consisted of
a sequence of very large timber halls, obviously representative milieus of a very
high level. A second part was a more ordinary rural milieu. A third part was
a densely built sector with highly specialized craft production. The settlement at
Lejre can be dated from the 7th to the mid—r1oth century.

Additional excavations have revealed a number of basically related sites. It 1s
however without doubt that there are very considerable variations with regard to
size, layout, and the relative relationships of the different components. A charac-
teristic feature of these sites 1s size, the richness of find material, and evidence of
specialized production. In Jutland localities of this kind have been identified and
partly excavated at Stentinget in Vendsyssel (Nilsson 1992), at Bejsebakken
(Alborg) on the narrowest part of the Limfjord (Johansen 1992) and at Jelling near
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Vejle in east Jutland (excavation 1993 by Vejle Museum). Probably related is
a settlement at Lenborg, near Skjern on the lower Skjern A (Egeberg Hansen and
Lass Jensen 1988). It is likely that additional sites of this type will be identified in
the near future. For Funen no central settlement of the Viking Period has yet been
found. An earlier regional center is however well known from Gudme (Thrane
1987). Probably it had lost its prime importance in the 7th or early 8th century.
From Sealand Lejre has already been mentioned but for the western part of the
island settlements have been studied at Boeslunde at Korser (Nielsen 1992) and at
Kalmargirden near Tissg (Nielsen 1983:27). In the province of Scania in southern
Sweden the relevant sites are Vi in the north—eastern part (‘Thun 1982), Jarrestad
on the east coast (Callmer 1994), perhaps Viastra Karaby i1n a central position on
the western plain (Ohlsson 1971) and perhaps earlier Uppdkra (Vifot 1930).

Unfortunately the very complex and extensive excavations necessary to reveal
the relevant traces of these settlements have not been undertaken. Our conclusions
must for the time being still mainly rest on small scale excavations and surveys. It
is however already at this level of knowledge possible to suggest that at least at
a number of these settlements parts of the population lived a life which in many
respects was similar to that at the trading places. These settlements were more
extensive agglomerations with more inhabitants than ordinary rural settlements.
Parts of such settlements may have been more densely built than the rural
settlements (¢f. Lejre). The flow of information was more lively and communica-
tion was easier. There were more visits by strangers. In these respects there was
however a considerable relative difference from conditions at the trading places,
with 2 more free exchange of ideas. There were probably often both specialists
living permanently at these settlements and visits of groups of specialists frequent-
ing other central settlements and indeed also the trading places.

If it 1s correct to state that trading places have an element of urban society, it
must be understood that elements of urban life at central settlements were much
less important. The dominating structure was that of the elite residing at the
settlement. Central settlements clearly represent a special category in its own right.
At the trading places probably also the local or regional elites tried to exert their
influence but their power and the possibilities to control activities were certainly
more limited there.

Several of these central settlements were established some time in the Late
Migration Period or in the early 7th century. A few may have an even longer
tradition. They are especially rich in material from the 8th and 9th centuries. There
may have been a certain decline in the beginning of the 1oth century but this 1s
difficult to ascertain. Most of these sites were abandoned up to ¢a. AD 1000. Only
one of the central places studied so far may show an unbroken continuity with
central settlement character at least until ca. AD 1100 (Stentinget).
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v

Like Norway but probably unlike other parts of Sweden (perhaps with the
exception of Sigtuna) Southern Scandinavia witnesses the formation of a number
of urban sites of a new type in the second half of the tenth century. Mostly their
beginnings seem to be located at the very end of the 1oth century. Historical
sources, the majority of which are not contemporary but slightly later (11th and
partly 12th century), indicate their intimate connection with the development ot
the Danish realm.

Examples of such sites in eastern Denmark are LLund 1in Scania (Andrén 1976,
1984) and Roskilde on Sealand (Nielsen and Schisrring 1982; Andersen 1985) and
further west we find Odense on Funen (Fra boplads 1988). In Jutland the new sites
are Viborg not far from an arm ot the Limfjord (Krongaard Kristensen 1988) and
Alborg at the narrowest section of the same fjord (Knudsen Moller 1980, 1992).
With the earlier urban sites of Ribe, Arhus and Hedeby this development gives us
a new network of urban sites with a numerical dominance for Jutland.

It the connection with royal power 1s characteristic of these places at the
beginning, so i1s the connection with the administration of the church. As in other
parts of BEurope this close connection between ambitious royal dynasties and the
church 1s important.

Knowledge of the size, structure and cultural colour of the earliest period of
these sites 1s very incomplete. In comparison with the trading places of the 9th
century they are probably quite small, with an extension of less than § hectares.
Probably they included a royal residence, a church and housing for the king’s
followers and servants. There may also have been predominantly rural components
and more densely built sectors of the type found at trading places.

Although the beginnings were modest for all these new sites the subsequent
growth was rapid and already in the first half of the 11th century Lund, Roskilde
and Viborg had a more impressive extension. During the first half of the 11th
century or in the middle of the century another five sites were ftounded, the
majority of them on Sealand and in Scania (Randers, Slagelse, Ringsted, Helsin-
ogborg and Tommarp: Andrén 1985:170—1; Arnskov 1931; Wihlborg 1981; Redin
1972).

These sites share several of the characteristics of the central settlements ot the
preceding periods. Whether or not they also share some ot the characteristics of
the trading 'places has been much discussed. Mostly it has been argued that trade
and exchange if at all present played a marginal role only. The problem 1s however
highly complicated for several reasons. A number of find categories typical of
trading places disappear in the second half of the 1oth century probably as a result
of a general collapse of a production organisation closely connected with these
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places. The most important of these categories included waste from the production
of bronze jewellry. The total disappearance of all traces of this jewellery tradition,
with roots in the 8th if not the 7th century all over Scandinavia, may however be
better understood 1n a wider Scandinavian perspective of cultural change in this
period. There are also indications of a continuation of specialised craft production
similar to that of trading places. Most instructive is the study of waste from
comb—making (Ryding 1987).

In the second half of the 11th century the medieval urban character of these
sites became more and more manifest. Street patterns became largely fixed and
buildings along these streets became grouped more closely. Both Lund and
Roskilde by this period reached their total medieval spatial extension (Andrén
1984:29; Nielsen and Schierring 1982). Craft production became increasingly well
represented. Bronze—casting in quantity reappeared (Bergman and Billberg 1976).
From the location of workshops it is reasonable to suggest that some artisans may
have rented their localities from the plot owners or could have been dependants of
the owner. The institutions of the church during this century acquired consider-
able amounts of property in the centres. The number of churches especially in
Lund, Roskilde and possibly Viborg was by AD 1100 considerable (Andrén
1985:34%t.).

Ot the sites dealt with here a majority may be understood as coastal, or
situated close to the coast. Lund, Tommarp, Ringsted and Slagelse are however
inland sites. In the second half of the 11th century coastal activity was increasing.
Fishing, but also some reasonable coastal trade and exchange set their imprint on
a2 number of localities on the coast. It 1s of consequence that to begin with these
diffuse indications do appear at places where we found some of the major trading
places of the early period (Trelleborg, Ystad, Simrishamn and Ahus: Jacobsson and
Wallin 1986; Tesch 1983; Jacobsson 1979; Callmer 1992). Ca. AD 1100 the
indications hint at a semi—permanent occupation at some of these places and
during the 12th century they became more permanent with the erection of large
town churches at the end of the century or ca. AD 1200. It is of considerable interest
to note this close connection between earlier and later coastal places. This is the
result of recent work, mainly from the eighties.

V1

When we now look at the sequence from AD 700 — 1100 In Southern
Scandinavia we can perceive a continuous curve of urban society with vague
beginnings ca. AD 700 or even earlier, highly variating amplitude, and qualitative
changes and crises. A continuity can however be defended. It is not an uncondi-
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tional continuity and it is necessary to specity these variations and to look closer
at the critical moments.

In the 8th century a rapidly rising number of persons were living at trading
places under conditions which we must characterise as urban society. The number
of such large places was not inconsiderable but there were differences in size.
Taken together however thousands of people must have populated such places.
Rudiments of urban society also existed at some central settlements. The number
of people living a mainly urban life began to decline at trading places in the second
half of the 9th century reaching a lowest level some time after the middle of the
roth century. Milieus with considerable elements of urban life were then not
numerous. Later, numbers began to rise again but to begin with only very slowly.
During the first half of the 11th century however numbers rose again rapidly.

No doubt the trading places from their beginning to the 1oth century share
similar qualitative properties. Great changes can be observed 1n urban society in
the second half of the 1oth century and in general the early new model centres were
more like the central settlements. Qualitative properties acquired in the late 1oth
century and the early 11th century formed part of the basis for new model centres
which linked up with later medieval urban society.

It is easy to observe that there was a prolonged and severe crisis for urban
society during the hundred years following the end of the gth century. This crisis
however, as suggested, had two steps. The first was the declining numbers of
places and people living under urban conditions around AD 9oo, and the second
within the second half of the 1oth century was a partial collapse of the trading
system based at Hedeby, Birka and possibly Wiskiauten.

Culturally there are differences between the urban society of the trading places
of the early period and the central settlements. Both however share a long series
of characteristics which contrast against the new model centres of the late 10th
century. These cultural changes underline the serious character of the crisis. 1t is
however a mistake not to note several important elements of cultural continuity
which linked the trading places with the new model centres. Only two elements
will be mentioned here. Although some large hall buildings are known from the
new model centres, building traditions there in general link up quite closely with
the smaller rectangular houses in wattle and daub, stave technique or skzffesverk ot
the trading places (¢f. Schietzel 1981:61—4; Nilsson 1976:41—59). In this continuity
of building traditions it is probably correct to see more than technical transfer. The |
buildings form one important dimension of a social framework which was part of
the essence of urban life.

- The second element, as already suggested, is the craft production of antler
combs (¢f. Ulbrich 1978; Ambrosiani 1981; Ryding 1987). Between the products of
the trading places and those of the new model centres there is no cultural gap.
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Technique, shape and decoration have a close cultural interrelationship. Important
is the far—reaching identity of the craft technique and the stubborn, conservative
preference of antler as a raw—material in opposition to the easily available bone
raw material.

A serious discussion of functional continuity would request a better and
considerably improved material base. In general we can state that the crisis of the
numerous early trading places must have made necessary functional changes to the
remaining permanent trading places. No apparent changes to the non—permanent
trading places like Sebbernsund can be noted (Birkedahl Christensen and Johansen
1992). These functional changes are at present extremely difficult to pinpoint.
Political inference and political presence increases. There were changes in the
organisation of the craft production towards further standardisation. At the new
model centres functions of trade and exchange were obviously less prominent in
the earliest phase. Administrative functions dominated. The functions of trade and
exchange however had an increasing importance again in the 11th century.

Social continuity is closely conected with functional continuity but it is hardly
the same thing. Different social groups could carry out similar functions in society.
Social continuity was likely, both for trading places and the central settlements up
to the end of the gth century. Any judgement on the social formations of these
localities must at present be mainly founded on the observations of buildings and
plots. The general impression 1s that the relatively small houses and plots were
inhabited by small family units comprising of a few people in addition to the
nuclear family. At present however it 1s difficult to ascertain whether this social
model has any relevance for the trading places. Also other alternatives are likely,
¢.g., with a higher proportion of adults and a dominance of males in relation to the
conditions in rural populations. Also at central settlements social elements, not
unlike those at trading places, may have existed, but of course on a much smaller
scale. The social organisation of these groups remains unclear although the social
side of smaller units, non—rural specialisation and wide connections give a certain
idea. The question of social dominance and control can only be positively answered
for central settlements. For trading places a certain control from political elites 1s
also likely but — as already pointed out — it is unclear to what extent. Control of
the individual unit may have been limited and restricted to certain fees.

In the period from the late gth century to the second half of the 1oth century
control increased at trading places. It is tempting to explain the collapse of parts
of the trading system in the second half of the 1oth century as the result of an
excessive control of craft production, trade, and exchange. No doubt control at the
new model centres was considerable and not unlike that at central settlements. In
the 11th century however close control may have been increasingly difficult to
achieve with growing populations and with both royal and ecclesiastical interests
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represented. Attempts to use coinage more regularly however gave certain
possibilities to economic control.

A certain social continuity is indicated by the rather unchanged buildings for
living and for production. Continuity or discontinuity of mentalities 1s of course
extremely difficult to discuss on the basis of the archaeological material. Attitudes
of people living at trading places must have included both a certain entrepreneur-
ship and an ability to negotiate reasonable conditions with representatives of the
local elites either on a permanent or semi—permanent basis. Ability to com-
municate more widely than in rural society, including a number of difterent
specialized techniques was part of this mentality. Although considerable changes
must have occurred in the 1oth century no sharp discontinuity is likely.

If we try to view these changes from trading places and central settlements to
new model centres against the background of a sequence of generations, the
problem becomes more clear. There is always a transtfer of traditional values from
one generation to the other. People with earlier urban traditions could have been,
and probably were, part of the population of the new model centres. It is not
unklikely that central settlements may also have played a role in the transter of
urban traditions locally.

With this necessarily very short discussion on different aspects of continuity
it is however possible to arrive at a somewhat broader understanding of the
problem of continuity and discontinuity in the urbanisation process. An additional
number of arguments for continuity have been presented but it 1s a continuity
which does not mean an unchanged status, but instead naturally includes a certain
measure of change. The 1oth century must be characterized as a very critical period
for urbanism in Scandinavia. The continuity in at least three trading places 1n the
western part of Southern Scandinavia, and also the influence trom places on the
southern coast of the Baltic, were very important for the further development of
urbanism during the second half of the 1oth century. Tenth century development
is one of relative continuation, with regard to culture, function, social system, and
probably also mentality. A discontinuity can not be detended on the basis of recent
results. '

VIl

In addition to the aspects of continuity already discussed, we must also look
closer at regional patterns of continuity and discontinuity. It has in recent years
been maintained that the recurrent location of similar functions in a settled
landscape cannot be used as indicators of continuity (Andrén 1985:17). This 1s
however a statement which can be challenged for at least two reasons. Behind such
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statements is the idea that landscape patterns give little room tfor alternative
solutions. It also presupposes that the temporal distance is so considerable that no
living local tradition about earlier conditions exists and affects the actions of
people. In a number of cases it has recently been possible to study in more detail
relative locations of central settlements and trading places. Several of these indicate
a2 long living tradition of urban life. They also suggest a number of different
variations on the subject of local topographical continuity. We shall here try to give
a short presentation of the state of research in Southern Scandinavia. We shall start
in the east and move towards the south—west.

In the north—eastern part of the South—Swedish province of Scania the wide
plain of Kristianstad forms a well defined settlement area. Slightly to the west of

the centre of the plain the large central settlement at Va began already in the
Roman Iron Age (Thun 1982). It showed continuity to the 1oth century. The
following century 1s incompletely documented. The place was turned into a mon-
astery” with a very large adjoining village in the 12th century only to become
a regular town 1n the 13th century. At the estuary of the Helge river trading places
trom the 8th century (already 7th?) to the late 9th century have been excavated at
Ahus. Immediately to the east of the earlier trading place activities began already
in the 11th century which became more and more marked. The stone church and
later town church of Ahus was probably built in the 12th century. The town dates
from ca. AD 1200. Two villages with £ipinge—names existed a few kilometres to the
west. Both had an ecclesiastical connection in the Late Medieval Period and in
neither case have recent excavations revealed a Viking Period trading place
(Callmer 1992).

Further down the east coast of Scania traces of Viking Period settlement (9th
century and later) have been found in the town of Simrishamn at the estuary of the
Tommarp river including Arabic coins on the beach (Jacobsson 1979). The 11th
century at present is only weakly documented. From the following century
constructions connected with large scale fishing were excavated. The town itself
could be dated to the 13th century. Ca. 6 km up the river a central settlement
dating from the 8th to the 1oth century is situated at Jarrestad (Callmer 1994). This
settlement was superseded by the town foundation of Tommarp only two
kilometres turther up—river in the 11th century (Redin 1972).

On the south coast of Scania an extensive trading place dating from the 7th
to the 1oth century is situated immediately to the west of the town of Ystad
(dtromberg 1978, 1981). Activities, although of a diffuse character, are documented
1in the town from the 1oth century on. In the 12th century more distinct indications
could be noted. The town can be dated to the 1 3th century. Ca. 9 km to the
northeast of Ystad is a village with a &opinge—name. A peak of activies could be
dated to the 11th century and the period ca. AD 1200 (Wienberg 1989:255£f.).
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At Trelleborg in the western sector of the south coast of Scania traces of
another extensive trading place have been found below the entire medieval town.
The waterfront and the more important parts ot the settlement may have been
eroded away. The dating is the 8th to the late gth century. In the 1oth century
a fortification of the Trelleborg type as built in the northwestern part of the former
trading place (Jacobsson 1989). Activities in the 11th century are pootly
documented but in the following century the indications are stronger and the town
dates to the 13th century (Jacobsson and Wallin 1986). Two wvillages with
kipinge—names are situated 3 and 4 km to the east of Trelleborg. They have both
an ecclesiastical connection in the late medieval sources (Skansjo 1983:177tt., 259tt.
and oral communications).

Mid—western Scania 1s a complicated area with regard to continuity problems.
Lund (Andrén 1976, 1984), founded ca. AD 990 lies at a distance of ¢ca. 2 km from an
earlier central settlement at Uppikra which may however have been abandoned in
the 7th and 8th centuries (Vitot 1936). It was resettled in the 9th century.
A candidate for a regional central settlement in the 7th and 8th centuries 1s the
settlement at Vastra Karaby, more than 20 km to the north—west of Lund (Ohlsson
1971). A possible trading place at LLoddekopinge (note the &oprnge—name) at the
estuary of the [.odde river can be dated to the 8th and gth centuries (Ohlsson 1976).
The coastal site corresponding to LLund was however Lomma immediately to the
west of LLund (Skansjo 1980). Excavations there have not been conducted and may
be impossible to carry out due to later restructuring of the area in question.

Halsingborg on the northern part of the west coast 1s situated only ¢a. 1.5 km
to the northwest of a very large settlement with exclusive finds dating from the
Viking Period (unpublished excavation). Settlement in the medieval town begins
in the 11th century (Wihlborg 1981). It 1s possible that a trading place connected
to the Viking Period settlement existed at the estuary ot the Ra river (Stromberg
1961:45). There 1s a village with a —&dpinge name nearby.

- On Sealand a central settlement was discovered at Lejre only 8 km from
Roskilde as already stated (Christensen 1989). The settlement dates from the 7th to
the 1oth century. There may have been an adjoining trading place at the Roskilde
fiord. Lejre is superseded by Roskilde in the last decade of the 1oth century
(Nielsen and Schierring 1982; Andersen 1985). Lejre/Roskilde was the centre of the
plain district of eastern Sealand. The plain ot western Sealand 1s less distinct with
regard to settlement structure. Two central settlements at Tisse (Nielsen 1983:27)
and Boeslunde (Nielsen 1992) were reduced or even abandoned in the late Viking
Period. At the end of the 1oth century the eponym Trelleborg fortress (Narlund
1948) was constructed only ca. 8 km to the north of Boeslunde. The town Slagelse
with a2 mint from ca. AD 1030 (Arnskov 1931) 1s situated 5§ km from Trelleborg and
12 km from Boeslunde.
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In south—western Sealand a trading place has, as already been told, been
identified on the coast of Dybse Fjord (Orsnes 1966:262—3). It was probably
continuously used from the 8th century to the Early Middle Ages. The town of
Naestved 1s situated ca. 6 km to the north, a few km upstream the Suse river. In
the town traces of a considerable settlement with continuity from the Migration
Period have been documented. Historical sources may point back to the town
status 1n the first halt of the 12th century (Petersen 1988).

On Funen, Odense carries the name of a pagan sanctuary. Settlement in the
town may have started in the first half of the 11th century (minting) but is as yet
poorly documented archaeologically (Fra boplads 1988). This could be an indication
of a moderate dislocation in the 11th century. A considerable Viking Period
settlement at Odense A has been touched by recent excavations (Arkaeologiske
udgravninger 1987:81). No trading place at the estuary of Odense A has yet been
identified but may be expected to turn up. Odense has an ideal situation in relation
to the settlement region of central Funen. _

In Jutland we will start our survey in the north. The recently discovered
central settlement at Stentinget (Nilsson 1992) cannot be directly connected with
the medieval centre of Vendsyssel at Hjorring, located in a distance of ca. 20 km)
(Andren 1985:158). Stentinget was reduced in importance ca. 1100 and may with
regard to central functions have been superseded by Hjorring.

At the narrowest section of the Limfjord a central settlement is known at
Bejsebakken in the suburbs of contemporary Alborg (Johansen 1992). This centre
was abandoned or reduced in the early 11th century and obviously replaced by
Alborg (Knudsen Moller 1980, 1992). If there was-a trading place on the beach,
this 1s uncertain but a trading place with exactly the type of location expected has
been excavated at Sebbernsund cz. 27 km to the west of Alborg (Birkedahl
Christensen and Johansen 1992).

Although not situated on a major river, Viborg has a situation which is not
unlike that of Odense. It also shares having a name indicating a pagan sanctuary
with Odense, Va and perhaps Lund. It is only situated 9 km from Limfjord.
dettlement 1n the town area and to the east began in the late 1oth century or ca. AD
1000 (Krongaard Kristensen 1988). Traces of a modest agrarian precursor have also
been excavated in the town (Levin Nielsen 1968). No central settlement in the
neighbourhood is yet known.

Continuous settlement has been well demonstrated at Arhus (Andersen, Crabb
and Madsen 1971). The beginning of the sequence there may be dated from c¢a. AD
8oo (instead of the 1oth century date given by the excavators). Along the east coast
of Jutland there are several medieval towns with a conspiciously similar location
at the bottom of fjords. With few exceptions they are insufficiently studied
archaeologically. A considerably earlier settlement has been found just outside
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Randers (Arkaeologiske ndgravninger 1989:152), and at Horsens recently a late Viking
Period settlement has been documented with indications of continuous activities
up to the more manifest remains of the 12th century (Knudsen Mogller and
Schigrring 1992). Much interest may now be directed towards Vejle. Recently
a large central settlement has been documented at Jelling ca. 9 km to the
north—west of Vejle (excavations by Vejle Museum). It 1s reasonable to expect this
early royal centre to have had a harbour and this harbour with possible trading
place functions must have been situated at Vejle or close by. The central settlement
at Jelling was abandoned or at least reduced at the end of the 1oth century.

The western side of Jutland with a very different landscape and more ditficult
approaches from the sea has few indications of trading places. At Holmsland Klit
on the seaside of Ringksbing Fjord a traditional trading place goes back at least
to the 8th century. On the inland side and ca. 3 km upstream the major tributary
of the fiord, Skjern river, a probable central settlement has been identified near
Lonborg. There is no closer connection with Ringkebing, the only medieval town
on the fjord (Egeberg Hansen and Jensen 1988).

- Ribe, with continuity from ca. AD 700 and only minor changes in location
today, is the best documented urban sequence in Southern Scandinavia (Jensen
1991). A considerable dislocation has been noted from Hedeby to Slesvig (Schles-
wig) further south on the coast of Jutland. As the crow flies the dislocation is
however no more than cz. 2 km. The sequence at Hedeby—Schleswig is well
documented from ca. AD 810 but could have begun earlier. It 1s of importance to
note that there is a name continuity from the trading place to the new model centre

(Jankuhn 1976:2069tt.).

VIII

A number of important conclusions can be drawn from the survey given
above. In fact a number of central settlements of the Viking Period are closely
connected with later, medieval towns. This connection 1s indeed as apparent as the
connection between medieval towns and trading places. Only 1in a few cases
(Kalmargarden, Stentinget, Jelling and Lenborg) can no close connection be
suggested with later towns. There 1s however in almost all cases a certain
dislocation. It seldom exceeds 10 km and is frequently less. A few centres do not
change their location more than slightly (a few hundred meters) In the case ot Va
the dislocation is slight but the character of continuity complicated. The reot-
ganisation from central settlement to new model centre mostly falls around AD 1000
but may perhaps in some remote areas like Vendsyssel have been delayed until ca.
1100. A social continuity in groups and individuals from the central settlements to
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the new model centres is also in this light most probable. The local tradition of
political structures including earlier central settlements was certainly alive for
a considerable time. In this respect the relative continuity, e.g., at Vi 1s perhaps not
controversial. In conclusion we may state that the topographical continuity of
central settlements 1s a not infrequent variant of the continuity of urban elements
in Southern Scandinavia.

Certain problems — as pointed out — are indeed connected with the
continuity between trading places and towns. In general, trading places are best
known 1n the west and the east, whereas they are little known from the Danish
isles. The results from Arhus, Ribe and Hedeby/Slesvig must be considered
conclusive but may be characteristic primarily of middle and southern Jutland. On
the i1slands so far only the site at Dybse Fjord has suggested the existence of trading
places. However they are likely to turn up.

Another variant of the problem of continuity is provided by the trading places
in the province ot Scania close to or even beneath medieval towns. The number
of observations of this kind 1s too high to disregard. Both local traditions of
continuity and traditions in coastal shipping must have played an important role.
A sort of continuity of ideas and concepts may be supported.

The most important question remains to be studied further as pointed out
mitially. We know very little about how and why the earliest urban communities
were formed. That the influences from the North Sea area were important is
beyond doubt. The rapid development of the system of trading places and the
emergence of an urban population ot thousands of inhabitants in a few generations

(s a result mainly of an internal development within Southern Scandinavia. This 1s
an important research field for the coming years.
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