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ZBIGNIEW BUKOWSKI

SEVERAL PROBLEMS CONCERNING CONTACTS OF LUSATIAN
CULTURE WITH SCYTHIANS

One of the important problems calling for a speedy solution is the
question of Scythians staying in Middle Europe in the late Hallstatt
period and of their influence on the dewvelopment of these territories.?!
Archaeological authors have been very much concerned with this problem,
and, although many recent finds may be considered to be of “Scythian”
type, nevertheless archaeologists seldom agree in this point, not being
sufficiently informed of the results of latest research in this field.
Among the investigators of the above mentioned problem we may
distinguish two opposite groups. One of them represented by A. I. Meliu-
kova and O. Kleemann endeavours to prove that all Scythian relics found
in Middle Europe regions are only traces of trade contacts kept up with
Scythian tribes inhabiting the coasts of the Black Sea, and finds such
as spearheads or arrow-heads and other parts of weapons are only proofs
of intertribe struggles. As those authors who do mot admit a Scythian
expansion in Middle Europe persist in putting forth arguments being of
interest to all scientists busy since long ago with this question, we shall
now stop to consider the opinion of both archaeologists mentioned above.

A. I. Meliukova? after a close examination of sources and relics
material, does not find any basis in written sources which would allow
to state the presence of Scythians’ migration to the West in the 6th
and 5th century B.C. and concludes that there is no likeness between
Scythian relics found in Middle Europe and those found in Ukraine,
with the exception of arrow-heads. She further states that archaeological
sites in which relics of Scythian origin have been discovered, do not offer
proofs of any shorter or longer stays of these people in Middle Europe,
chiefly because we do not find their graves, characteristic for a very
rich equipment, and because all burials discovered in these regions are
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very different from those found in Ukraine. The author concludes that:
all objects of Scythian type are only the result of early contacts of peoples
belonging to the Lusatian culture, with tribes adhering to Wysocko culture,
- Inhabiting West Podolia and other groups dwelling in forests and steppes,
but not of direct contacts with the Scythians.’

Very similar is the opinion of O. Kleemann,* who strives to prove
that archaeological sources do not provide sufficient evidence of a Scythian
invasion in Middle Europe. He also points to the fact that many forms
of arrow-heads frequently found in the regions of Lusatian culture,
represent types known to be weapons of an epoch earlier than the
Scythian period spread over the coasts of the Black Sea. Since the same
arrow-heads appear also in the FEast Alps regions, it is easy to assume
that tribes of Thrakian and Cimmerian origin retiring to the West beiore
Scythians, had dropped them there. The arrow-heads may have also
been manufactured by those tribes in their own country, and passed over
by way of exchange to Lusatian culture.

Before discussing the views of those who sustain the idea of Scythian
invasion in Middle Europe, we shall examine one more argument of the
previously mentioned group. The written sources, gi:ve however, no ex-
plicit notions of Scythians moving on to Middle Europe, but on the other
hand, the absence of such an evidence does not exclude this interesting fact.
All historical sources of these times are provided by Greek authors, whose
interests were then limited to regions and tribes inhabiting their own
territories, towns and colonies. We can, however, quote here an impressing
reference tound in Book IV of Herodotos records, stating that in the
end of the 6th century B. C. (about the year 512) large grioups of Scythian
nomads invaded the lower Danube basin chasing formations of retiring
persians. ‘“The Scythians” — says Herodotos, — ‘rapidly gathered all
their forces i.e. both combined detachments of Scythians together with
Sauromats, Buddins and Geolons, hunting the Persians along a straight
“line in the direction of the river Ister”.° He also stresses that “Ister is
the first river crossing the Scythian plain®.

Another group wof scientists represented mow by: T. Sulimirski,
M. Parducz, B. Benadik, and partly F. Hanc¢ar, forces the idea of Scythians
invading Middle Europe at the above mentioned period.” Their statements
are a synthesis of achievements so far attained in this field. It is no wonder
that both- these groups of conscientious investigators draw diametricaliy
opposite conclusions, concerning the influence of Scythians on the cultures
of Hallstatt period in Middle Europe.

The adherents of the second group sustaining the idea of a Scythian
expansion, refer not only to the above mentioned sentence of Herodotus,
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but have strong evidence in relics’ material, and a number of indirect
data. Recent years have provided mew material serving to reinforce
their opinion. These are in the first line finds of Scythian origin discove-
red in various sites, and allowing to consider the presence of Scythians
in those objects either as agressors or as co-inhabitants of these regions.

B. Benadik,® examining the latest finds of Hungarian and Slovakian
territories, concludes in his extensive and polemising article, that the
presence of Scythians in these regions seems to be indiscutable and
proved not only by traces of their assaults but also by signs of lasting,
mixed settlement. He further draws our attention to Scythian burial
rites in the Tisa region, which were various and influenced by local
environment. Next to human skeleton graves of Scythian origin, we find
horses’ burials; moreover, there are settlements with distinct traces of
a Scythian character (pottery and other transportable objects). We here
detect relics proving also links between Ukraine and Middle Europe
regions, contrary to A. I. Meliukova’s statement.

Recent finds of Szentes-Vekerzug, well known to Meliukova, have
not been classified according to her view of the matter by M. Parducz®
to Scythian finds, for the only reason that this author shares the opinion
of M. Rostovtzev. In his later work 1 Parducz offers some supplements,
and in the following one!! publishes several results of his research
of 1964, stating clearly that skeleton human burials are equally of Scythian
origin as of the local populace co-inhabiting the country, whereas graves
containing horses’ remains belong to the former. Parducz 12 stresses the
fact that the oldest burials of this cemetery may contain elements earlier
than Scythian (perhaps Cimmerian). Special investigations carried out
by S. Bokonyi!® have proved that the horses buried here (geldings),
descendants of Tarpans, are very different from those imported to the
Hungarian Lowland by Celts. Their type is very much like steppe
horses, known from Pazyryk mound burials, met in the Altay Mountains.!?
M. Dusek ¥ quotes a number of sites in the Slovakian area, dating of the
oth, 4th and 3rd century B. C., which would prove & lasting co-habitation
of the local population with Scythians (Svodov, Sarovce, Levice etc.), not
counting the cemetery of Chotin where skeleton and cremation rites of
human graves lie close to horse burials.l?

It 1s a striking fact that authors inclined to deny the existence of
Scythian settlements in the Hungarian and South Slovakian territory,
are convinced that relics met in the discovered settlements are no proot
of their presence in these countries and offer the example of Scythian
arrow-heads which in a huge number of cases do not appear together
with relics of a Scythian type. Some archaeologists, even those who admit
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the possibility of a Scythian expansion, deny altogether the existence
of mixed settlements, where invaders would live closely to the local
population in forms such as recently discovered in the Tisa Lowland
and South Slovakia. According to their statement, the invaders who led
a nomad sort of life, did not care to change their habits to a settled
style, even after having conquered certain parts of the land. Such a state-
ment is only seemingly equitable, since in written sources (e.g. in the
above mentioned quotation of Herodotos) one finds the information that
next to authentic nomad Scythians, there were also tribes who took
a lively part in the conquest, were closely allied with them and are
considered as their kinship not on account of a similar ethnical origin,
but owing to a likeness of material culture. We consider here Scythian
tillers and farmers who also employed great numbers of horses and were
as strongly armed as Scythians wanderers. Therefore we shall further
give the conventional mame of “Scythians” to all those bold tribes.

It seems therefore, contrary to the objections of several investigators,
that the presence of Scythians in the Danube basin is an indiscutable
fact. Especially in two parts of the land did they find conditions similar
to those of Ukraine i.e. the Hungarian and Moldavian Lowland have
a typical steppe character, and it is here that cemeteries and settlements
display foreign ethnical elements of an oriental character. The {irst
Scythian assault sweeping over the Transilvanian region may be dated
in the 6th and 5th century B.C.1® At the same time do those people
settle in Moldavia, Bessarabia and Transcarpathian Ruthenia mixing
with local Thrakian tribes. This would be in accordance with Herodotus
mentioning the river “Ister”. The second wave of Scythian aggression
sweeping over a big part of Middle Europe, falls in between the end
of the 6th and the 3rd century B.C. and is a direct result of the Persian
wars.

The Scythians’ conquest in Middle Europe may be placed, according
to archaeological research, on the turning point of the 6th and 5th
century B.C. and is connected with the expedition of Darius against them.
According to S. P. Tolstov ! King Darius decided to make his empire
safe once for all from the danger of Scythians’ assaults and have their
attacks revenged. It is very well known that his expedition was a complete
tailure. The Scythians were above all eager to capture slaves and cattle,
easily sold to Greeks. One of the reasons of Scythian expansion west,
might have also been inflicting retaliation on the Agatyrses for refusing
their help against the Persian army. The Scythians find no doubt very
advantageous conditions for seftlement in the lowland of the Danube
basin having a steppe character, this is proved by a quantity of finds.
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Fig. 1. Map indicating the places where ornaments of Scythian type have been found in the
regions of Lusatian culture. (According to Z. Bukowski)

1. ByCi Skala, distr. Brno; 2. Chotin, distr. Hurbanovo; 3. Ginetdwka, distr. Gréjec; 4. Ivancice,
distr. Brno; 5. Kolonia Dg¢bice, distr. Wloclawek; 6. Kopki, distr. Nisko; 7. Machowo, distr.
Tarnobrzeg; 8. Mata Ke¢pa, distr. Chelmno; 9. Miecznikowo, distr. Dzierzoniow; 10. Nitra (neigh-
bourhood); 11. Nova Vé&s, distr. IvanCice; 12. Przedzel, distr. Nisko; 13. Sokolniki, distr. Tarno-
brzeg; 14. Stary Sacz; 15. Swidnik, distr. Limanowa; 16. Vélka Mana, distr. Vrable. The following
finds coming from Danemark have not been placed on the map: 17. Aarup Mose, Aarup, He-
denstad Sogn, Hatting Herred, Vejle Amt; 18. Gammelsole, Oster Snede Sogn, Nervang Herred;
19. Mollerup s., Morsg Sdr., hd., Thisted Amt

Rich layers of copper in neighbouring Transilvania are also favourabile
to the production of bronze objects.

Many pages of archaeological literature have been devoted to mnoting
relics of Scythian type in the regions of Lusatian culture and drawing
conclusions from them.*? It considers the area traditionally known to be
the territory of Lusation culture increased by two supplementary regions: 21
the middle basin of Niemen river, not connected directly with any of the
regions of Scythian finds, and South Slovakia. The article of J. Rihovsky
is the basis for drawing a southern line for this area.?? Concerning the
situationn for Hallstatt C period, it may, however, also be considered
competent for a later period, since the Lusatian culture in Slovakia lives
then its phase of expansion to the South, followed by a mixing up of the







