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LDZISLAW RAJEWSKI

SETTLEMENTS OF A PRIMITIVE AND EARLY
FEUDAL EPOCH IN BISKUPIN AND ITS
SURROUNDINGS *

Local research in Biskupin and its neighbourhood carried out there
from 1934, and several accidental finds have provided rich material
offering a source which enables the establishing of a synthesis, concerning
the development of rural settlements in these areas. Our research con-
cerns manifold human activities of a settlement community in a quanti-
tative and qualitative sense, carried out in exclusively oecumenical
territory and its archaeoclogical remainders as a dialectic reflection of
these activities, depending of very complex factors. The number, quality
and kind of these, outside general static ones may greatly differ, in
regard to periods and groups of humans. The examination of these
processes ought to comprise works falling into several disciplines: histo-
rical, scientific and technical ones.

The settlement Biskupin, distant some 80 km from Poznan and about
6 km airline from the district-town Znin, lies in the northern part of

* Excavations in Biskupin and its surroundings have been conducted by
archaeological posts of Poznan since 1934 and from 1950 by those of Warsaw.
During several years after the war the research was effected by the Direction
of Research on the Origins of Polish State (Kierownioctwo Badan nad poczatkami
Panstwa Polskiego), whose activities have been in 1954 taken over by the Institute
of History of Material Culture of the Polish Academy of Sciences. The former
Museum of Biskupin became a part of State Archaeological Museum in Warsaw.
There are laboratories, archives, a store of relics and other establishments. There
are also two permanent exhibitions. One part of a fortified settlement of the
Early Iron Period has been reconstructed in its former dimensions. In the years
1951—1956 a series of courses in the sphere of Archaeolagical field research
methods was organized for students and lately museology has been taught to
young archaeologists and museum workers.

Biskupin is visited each year by a great number of excursions and tourists.
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