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RECENT RESULTS OF RESEARCH ON ZLOTA CULTURE

The Ziota Culture, which should rather be called the “Ziota Phenomenon” is
ranged among the most interesting problems connected with culture and historical
processes in Little . Poland’s Eneolithic period. Analysed so far by many authors
only on the basis of fragmentary findings, it can now be presented in a broader
scope, owing to the consideration of till now unpublished materials coming from
Zlota, Sandomierz district. The newest elaboration is a monograph entitled Kul-
tura zlocka [Zlota Culture].! The subject of this elaboration is the Zlota group,
distinguished on the virtue of investigations concerning dense settlement and grave
complexes, much mixed in respect to culture. Its rise was due to the considerable
role of the following cultures: Corded Ware Culture, Globular Amphorae Culture
and Ray Ornamented Ware Culture, and also to the weaker influence of the Funnel
Beaker and Bell Beaker Cultures. Their pure character has been confirmed in the
area of the Zlota group. Thus can we see it not only as a specific unit, but also,
and perhaps above all, as a culture phenomenon, a process accomplished between
human groups of different culture features, either co-exiSting in the same area or
living in the neighbourhood and maintaining contacts. This problem will be discussed
in the article’s ultimate part. '

First discoveries concerning the Zilota Culture have been achieved in 1888 1n
Ztota, Sandomierz district, and in 1892 on sandy dunes near Stopnica, Busko-Zdré;
distr. The discoveries around Stopnica provided a number of sites, but not much
material. More interesting, however, proved to be the finds of Zlota. One of its
inhabitants, amateur-researcher, had been digging the fields during many years.
His findings cannot be considered well founded today on account of their random
character and lack of documentation. They have, however, attracted the attention
of prehistorians and resulted in the starting of skilled investigations, the most 1m-
portant of which were conducted in the years 1926 - 1930.° The effects obtained
outgrew every anticipation, for besides discovering the expected graves and settle-
ments, hundreds of objects belonging to other Neolithic cultures, moreover traces
of settlement of the Bronze Age and later periods, have been found here. Among
some 1500 objects: household pits, graves, semi-terrenean huts, etc. the largest
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number are remainders of Eneolithic and Early Bronze Age cultures, and among
them the syncretic Zlota group certainly deserves attention. The list of this culture
sites included in later years several new localities, the main site 1s still, however,
undoubtfully Zlota. Owing to fate casualties, the materials acquired in this spot
‘had for many years no chance of being published. Only recent excavations led to
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Fig. 1. Distribution of culture spots in the eastern part of Little Poland’s Highland. (Drawn by
Z. Krzak)

Sites belonging to Zlota Culture (I); I: Beszowa (Busko-Zdroj distr.), 2: Brzeziny — (Kielce distr.), 3: Brzozéwka
(Busko-Zdrdéj distr.), 4: Cieszkowy (PinczoOw distr.), 5: Chwalibogowice (Busko-Zdrdj distr.), 6: Dziestawice (Busko-
Zdrdj distr.), 7: Gluzy (Busko-Zdréj distr.), 8: Grabowa (Busko-Zdroj distr.), 9: Janina (Busko-Zdréj distr.), 10: Ka-
liszany (Opatéw distr.), 11: Kamien Plebanski (Sandomierz distr.), 12: Kolonia Falgcka (Busko-Zdréj distr.), 13: Ko-
przywnica (Sandomierz distr.), I4: Mierzanowice (Opatow distr.), 15: Niewachlow (Kielce distr.), 16: Nikisiatka (Opa-
tow distr.), 17: Opatow (district town), 18: Osséwka (Busko-Zdroj distr.), 19: Przeczéw (Busko-Zdroj distr.), 20: Sam-
borzec (Sandomierz distr.), 21: Sandomierz (district town), 22: Sroczkow (Busko-Zdrdj distr.), 23: Strzelce (Busko-
Zdroj distr.), 24: Sukow (Kielce distr.), 25: Tartaki (Opatéw distr.) not identified on map, 26: Zawichost (Sandomierz
distr.), 27: ZLOTA (Sandomierz distr.) ,
Sites of Globular Amphorae (II); a: along the southern periphery of their range, /: Biskupice (Busko-Zdrdj distr.),
2: Dzialoszyce (Pinczow distr.), 3: Gajowka (Jedrzejdw distr.), 4: Kazimierza Wielka (district town), 5: Raclawice (Mie-
chow distr.), 6: Rosiejow (Pinczow distr.), 7: Skoki (Kielce distr.), 8: Sobéw (Tarnobrzeg distr.), 9: Szaniec (Pifdczow
distr.), 10: UciskOw (Busko-ZdroOj distr.); b: the north-eastern range of Ray Ornamented Ware Culture (after Z. So-
chacki)



RECENT RESULTS OF RESEARCH ON ZLOTA CULTURE 63

the publication of some materials, in which the Zlota Culture is most fully repre-
sented.’

We know till now 27 sites of Ziota Culture (fig. 1). They are grouped in the
eastern part of Little Poland’s Upland, chiefly in the area, fitted between the river
Kamienna, Vistula, Nida and one of the Nida’s tributaries: Bobrza. Their range
has a very random character, which can be seen for instance in three concentrations
discovered thanks to very intense research. The eastern sites lie mostly 1in loess
soils of the Sandomierz Upland, the southern ones are rather situated on sandy
grounds, spreading in the basins of two rivers: Wschodnia and Nida. The western
sites are situated in the neighbourhood of the high parts of Lysogory. About three
fourth of the sites contain loose findings, the remaining ones display from one to
three graves. An outstanding locality 1s Zlota, where a settlement and two parts
of a widespread cemetery containing about one hundred tombs have been found.
The fields covering their area bore the names: “Grodzisko I”, “Grodzisko II” and
“Nad Wawrem” (fig. 2).
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Fig. 2. Zlota. Disposition of Zlota Culture sites. (Drawn by Z. Krzak)

a. cemetery, b: settlement

The Zlota Culture settlement, the only one so far confirmed, was situated on
the edge of a loess highland above the Vistula valley in the field “Nad Wawrem”.*
The excavated pottery can be connected with some of the graves, but their larger
part, about 90 per cent, does not show connection with any known settlement.
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It 1s difficult to declare that similarly to graves, there existed also manifold culture
settlements, as it should not be excluded that grave complexes of various styles
were the result of laying to rest the dead belonging to diverse communities and
cultures. In a settlement containing some 15 pits, remainders of semi-terrenean
huts covering some 30 - 100 sq.m. could be distinguished (fig. 4). Their floors hid

Fig. 3. Zlota. Catacomb tomb of ' Zlota
Culture, No. 75, “Nad Wawrem’’. (Archives of
State Archaeological Museum, Warsaw)

Fig. 4. Zlota. Plan of semi-terrenean hut

belonging to Globular Amphorae Culture, .

No. 49, ‘“Nad Wawrem” (Archives of State . " im_
Archaeological Museum, Warsaw)

small household pits with remainders of firebeds, household rubbish with pottery
shells prevailing and scattered fragments of daub used to stopping breaks in the
walls. Besides dug-in dwellings, concentrations of household pits and refuse grounds
were found here. It can be assumed that they formed part of dwellings or huts standing
on firm ground, which had not persisted, but the existence of which has been con-
firmed in many other cultures for the Eneolithic period. Besides the above mentioned
settlements, single pottery fragments of a settlement type appeared also in the fields
“Grodzisko I”, “Grodzisko IT”” and “Nad Wawrem”. -

Excavated relics allow to conclude that the economy of the population stood on
farming, livestock breeding and to a lesser degree on hunting, fishing and foraging.
This 1s indicated mainly by consumption remainders, tools and also indirectly by
the fact of longlasting settlement in Zlota, which could by no means have occurred
if 1ts inhabitants had been a wandering people. Data telling the population’s above
mentioned employments are also proved by materials left by cultures related to
the Zlota group, mostly those of Globular Amphorae and Ray Ornamented Ware
Cultures.” Attention is also drawn to Corded Ware Culture, the co-existence of
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which with the two formerly mentioned ones could have occurred owing to a different
way of life. It can be surmised that a nomad life played an eminent role in their
standing.® The Corded Ware Culture - opens a problem of exchange and can be
connected with imports such as knives made in Ukra1n1an flint, ornaments in Baltic
amber and copper products. Besides the Corded Ware Culture the populatlon of
Globular Amphorae Culture played a leading role in the dlstnbutlon of amber.

The Ztota Culture is characterized by a partlcularly abundant productlon of
materials represented by tools, vessels and ornaments.

Among useful tools the largest number (a- total of about 270 1tems) falls to
objects worked out in flint: large four-sided all smoothed axes (fig, 8 4), one small
two-sided, not smoothed axe (fi 1g. 7:2), four-sided, -smaller, partly abrased axes
(fig. 7:3), arrowheads mostly triangular, symmetrical, sometimes with cut-in foot
(fig. 9:7), various specimens of knives and blades fitted to peel shavmgs somethmg
like kmves flaked on side edges (fig. 12:6), knives flaked on top (fig. 16:7), etc.,
various types of blades to cut off flakes (fig. 9:14), several kinds of scrapers with
working edge wide or narrow (fig. 9:10, 13), flake scrapers with working edge on
top or on side (fig. 9:12) etc.; moreover drills (fig. 9:15), piercing awls (fig. 9:10),
‘graver (f1g 9:11), tool peelmg on ends (fig. 9:17). There were also flake cores (fig.
8:5). .

Flint materials constitute a composition of objects coming from several local
industries, with one chief industry and from imports. Chief industry was based on
regional Swieciechéw flint, mostly degraded and of surface origin, but a small part
of it was extracted from gangs of a good quality raw material. Tools were generally
manufactured 1mmed1ately on the 'spot in Zlota. Moreover some products indicate
the use of a more difficult spe01al1zed techmque ‘The §W1e01echow flint was used
to the manufacture of all sorts of tools. Chocolatebrown raw material was hardly
of any use, neither were striped flint, Jura flint and other undetermined ones, ap-
preciated by contemporary industry. Only few products had been worked out in
raw material of unknown or1g1n and some Imports are made In Volhynia flint
 (fig. 12:6, 16: 7) ' ' _

Stone products include the remainder of a pestle on boulder and two boat-
shaped battle axes in crystalline rock (fig. 12:5, 16:6). A proof of stone working
are stone plates in graves, extracted out of limestone quarries near Zlota.

Objects in bone and horn (42 items) are mostly all kinds of awls worked out
in hollow bones with articulation head kept whole (fig. 7:7) and in long narrow
bone splinters (fig. 7:6). There are also intermediary types. Attention is drawn to
several objects of undetermined use; bone plate with small apertures (fig. 8:3), horn
with tapering top reminding a tool for flaking flint by pressure (fig. 7:4), chisel-
shaped tool (fig. 7:5) and flat tongue-shaped objects (fig. 7:1).

Earthenware tools are only three spinning whorls (fig. 8:1).

There is a large number of vessels, 685 of which have been examined, not counting
fractions. They are much differentiated in regard to shape and ornamentation,
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Fig. 7. Zlota. Flint tools (2, 3), tools in bone (/, 5-7) and in horn (4) belonging
to Ztota Culture. (I, 6, 7—drawn by J. Lupina; 2—drawn by M. Curylo;
3 -5 —drawn by Z. Krzak) o

1: grave 252, ““Nad Wawrem’’; 2, 4 — grave 10 (169), "Grodzisko I’*: 3: grave 42 (354), ““Grodzisko I'’; 5:
grave 9, “Nad Wawrem’’ ; 6: grave 75, ““Nad Wawrem’; 7: grave 4, ‘““Nad Wawrem”’
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Fig. 8. Zlota. Vessel (2) and earthenware (Z), objects in bone (3) and flint (4, 5) belonging
to Ztota Culture (Z, 2, 4, 5 — drawn by Z. Krzak: 3 — drawn by M. Curylo)

1: grave 42 (354), "Grodzisko I’’; 2: undetermined site; 3: grave 10 (169), ““Grodzisko I’’; 4: grave 43 (355), “Gro-
' dzisko I’’; 5: grave 196, “*“Nad Wawrem”’



Fig. 9. Ztota. Ornaments 1n amber (/, 2, 6, 8, 9), in seashells (4, 5), in bone (3, c),
animals teeth (3a, d-g) and flint tools of Ztota Culture (7, 10-17). (I-8, 10 - 17 —
drawn by Z. Krzak; 9 — drawn by J. Lupina)

1; grave 48 (379), "Grodzisko I’’; 2: grave 56 (446), *‘Grodzisko I’’; 3: grave 57 (436), "Grodzisko I’’; 4:
grave 75, "Nad Wawrem”; 5: grave 47 (376), “"Grodzisko I'’; 6: grave 12 (191), ““Grodzisko 1’’; 7: grave
45 (362), ““Grodzisko I'’; 8: grave 27 (335), ““Grodzisko I;>’ 9: grave 61, *“Nad Wawrem’’; 10: grave 196, ‘**Nad
Wawrem’’; 11: grave 195, “*Nad Wawrem?”’; 12, 15: grave 33 (325), ““Grodzisko I’’; 13: grave 6 (60), ‘‘Gro-
dzisko I’’; 14; grave 75, ““Nad Wawrem”’; 16: grave 241, “*Nad Wawrem”’; |I7: grdve |'97, “Nad ;Wawrem”’
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including amphoras, bowls, ~ beakers, mugs, wide-mouthed vessels, short-wave
moulding vessels and others. ' )
- Amphorae (168 1tems) can be classed into several kinds:

1. globular amphorae with four handles on upper part of belly in several varie-
ties, these represent the largest number. Figures 11:3 and 13:3, 5 show the most
frequent ones, others 1n lesser quantity differ con31derably by from and ornament
(fig. 10:8, 14:6, 17:22); ‘

2. globular amphorae with double handle placed on upper part of belly, mostly
like the preceding ones, in several varieties. Specimens shown in fig. 14:2 are frequent,
their lesser part of dlfferent kind, shape and ornament are presented in fig. 14:4
and 17:23; ,' _— ' _ .

3. globular amphorae wrth double handle placed on most prom1nent part of
belly called “T hur1ng1an Amphorae these count a dozen or so. They are distinct
from other vessels by a lack of repeated standard type, s1ng1e specimens differ
from one another by details of shape, ornament and most of all by the raw clay
in which they are moulded (fig. 11:17, 12:3, 15:3, 5); s

4, globular amphorae with three handles on upper part of belly The type shown
in fig. 12:7 is most frequent but several specimens differ in form and ornament,
for 1nstance those in fig. 10:4; "

egg—shaped vessels with double handle placed between neck and belly Or on
upper part of belly; handles vertically or horizontally plerced (fig. 15 6)

6. one small amphora has a biconical shape. | _

15 specimens are sauoer-shaped lids, they were found in some graves covering
globular four-handled amphorae. The lids are richly ornamented, sometimes with
the symbol of a cross, a circle or anthropomorphic undetermined figures (fig. 12:4).

Bowls (168 items). A most frequent standard type is a bowl with funnel-shaped
spout (fig. 13:2). Several types of ornaments reminding those on S-shaped beakers
can be distinguished. Some of them are deprived of ornament. Bowls of different
shape and ornament are very rare, for instance funnel-shaped ones ornamented
with ray motives, sometimes’ prov1ded with handle or knobs (fig. 14:5), some are
shaped like a Sphere segment ‘without ornament (fig. 17:20), others take on forms
like a frustum of cone, they may finally have a bent spout. =

‘Beakers (161 items). S-shaped ones with funnel spout are most frequent. They
appear in many varieties (fig. 8:2; 10:71-3, 6; 13:6; 14:3; 15:4; 17:21). Barrel-
shaped beakers and beakers stand1ng on-foot are rare (f 1g. 13 :1). -

Mugs (88 items) .can be distinguished in two groups: 1. mugs with S- hke profile,
ornamented in several ways, reminding S-shaped beakers (fig. 16:1, 17:19);:2. mugs
with globe-shaped belly, mostly ornamented with ray motives, often provided with
ansa lunata also in many varieties (fig. 10:7, 14:7). Two mugs have a biconical
belly. |

Vessels with short-wave moulding (30 items). They include several varieties
distinguished from each other by ornament and form which is either S-shaped or




